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Abstract

A cognitive model of female junior college students
studying to be nurses and nursery school teachers about
early childhood care was developed based on the analysis
and interpretation of short reports regarding autism given
at a lecture on education for children with developmental
disabilities. Based on the model, the content of practical
training at facilities for the handicapped and lectures
on education, as well as the care of children with
developmental disabilities were examined. The results
indicated 15 concepts regarding the cognition of autism,
which were used to develop the following six cognitive
categories; [sickness] , [environmental factors] , [fear
and pity] , [poor learning ability and life capacity] ,
[developmental disability] , and [special support] .
Based on these results, it is suggested that conducting
semi-structural interviews and elaborating the cognitions
of junior college students regarding disorders, will help to
develop appropriate education and care for handicapped
children, as well as provide appropriate guidance for

practical training.
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